
History
Down Syndrome has

impacted on 1 in 800 births

throughout time.

Langdon Down in the 1 9th century

falsely said '1 in 800 people were a

genetic throw back to an inferior Mongolian

people'.

In the past people thought

children with DS could not

learn. This is not true.

Types of general learning difficulties

differ hugely. Someone with mild difficulties

may live independently with some support,

whereas someone with severe difficulties may

require 24 hour support.

You wouldn't want
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Under Hitler’s Third Reich, people

with LD were steri l ised so they could

have no children.

Germany 1 930s.
Poster describing
disabled people as
a waste of money.
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Keira
Knightley

was
diagnosed

with dyslexia
at age 6.

Actor Daniel Radcliffe has

dyspraxia, which can make can it

difficult for him to tie his shoes.

Handwriting also continues to

be a challenge.

Films like Forrest Gump

often show people with

Learning Difficulties as

being eternal ly innocent.

A specific learning difficulty such as dyslexia does
not affect thinking. A general learning difficulty is
l inked to a loss of thinking capacity. 2% of the

population have a general learning difficulty and
1 0% have a specific learning difficulty.

Having a learning difficulty means
finding it harder to learn certain skil ls.
Each person is different but it can

include learning new things, reading,
writing, communication and

managing money. Some people are
born with a condition. Others may

develop one as a result of an
accident or i l lness.

Benjamin Zephaniah-Poet,
author with dyslexia.
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1 9th Century Workhouses- over

50% of residents were disabled.

‘Al l the King’s Fools’- actors

with LD play jesters at

Hampton Court.

History
In the past, people with LD were
often seen as saints or demons.

Henry VI I I employed ‘Natural fools’
as jesters who lived in style at his
palace at Hampton Court . The

Tudors believed ‘fools’ told the truth,
were pure and in touch with ‘God’.

Films like ‘Dumb and

Dumber’ encourage

people to make fun of

people with a Learning

Difficulty.

People First was formed

by people with LD who

became self-advocates

for independent l iving.

Achievements

83% of school childrenwith
a learning difficulty say they
are regularly bullied. 9 out of 10 people with

LD experience bullying
or hate crime.

Swimmer Michael Phelps holds

the record for winning the most

Olympic medals. He

had ADHD and was hyper-

active as a child.
In the 1 960s it was shown that with the right education and
experience people’s IQ could be improved. This led to inclusion in
schools and the closure of long stay hospitals.
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